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HEATHEN AND CHRISTIAN STOCK-OWNERS. 


A few days back the daily papers had large head- 
lines ‘‘ Serious Rising in Bechuanaland,” then came 
telegrams of fighting, and lastly the comfortable 
assurance that “the natives are flying northward, 
several have been captured but the chief has escap- 
ed.” The explanation is that the cattle-plague is 
spreading southward and that the authorities, en- 
deavouring to check its progress, commenced to 
slaughter the infected herds of the natives. The 
authorities could do no less, and we have no doubt 
that the heathen owners had been forewarned of 
what would happen when disease appeared—fore- 
warned and, we hope, promised fair compensation. 
It is curious to hear remarks as to the stupidity and 
ignorance of the native. It is far more curious to 
remember that we introduced the disease into Central 
Africa and that, when warned of the result five 
years ago, our Foreign Office declined to take any 
action. 

In India too, cattle plague is permitted to spread 
almost without attempt at repression. Herds are 
decimated and whole districts ruined. When famine 
approaches we raise subscriptions and blame the 
climate. In India the soil is tilled by bullock labour, 
and when 70 per cent. of the stock is destroyed by 
cattle-plague the land is untilled, and food stuffs run 
short as certainly as when no rain falls to fertilise 
the ground. War and famine costs millions in a very 
short time. Cattle disease leads to war and famine. 
A few thousands of pounds expended yearly under 
veterinary direction would prevent the greater loss. 
‘One cannot but feel sorry for the poor heathen stock- 
owner. His all depends upon the flocks and herds. 
We christians take him disease, kill his stock, and 
shoot him for not understanding and helping to apply 
preventive measures. For such ignorance in India 
and South Africa death by starvation or rifle-bullet 
is the reward. For equally dense ignorance at home 
our stock-owners escape with ‘‘ 40s. or a month.” 
When the heathen African ask permission to move 
infected stock, or to move healthy animals in an 
infected district, the refusal is enforced with a rifle. 
When the christian English want a fair or a market in 
4 swine-fever infected district they get it, or if they 


| evaded detection. 


be temporarily refused they threaten their parliamen- 
tary representative and he bullies the Board, who at. 


_ once capitulate. 


Verily the resources of civilisation are great but 


their application is erratic. 
Tue Bacivs. | 
To discover a bacillus is, now-a-days, to establish 


& scientific reputation. It does not much matter if, 


a year or two, the discovery is shown to be a 
mare's nest. 


not to be exact: There is one disadvantage attached 


The great thing is—to claim priority, | 


to this bacillus worship, viz.—that every man who 
can stain a section or engineer a culture tube fancies 
he is capable of original research, with the result that 
the pathological world is startled about once a week 
with an announcement of some discovery that is 
never verified. | Cattle-plague has been well-known 
in Russia, Germany and India for generations but 
the bacillus has either not been looked for or has 
Dr. Koch was never asked to find 
it at home but has gone to South Africa to try. If 
it exists and is amenable to known methods he will 
find it. Possibly he has been anticipated: We hope 
so, but we confess to some anxiety as to the exactness 
of the work already done. 

Dr. Simpson, the Medical Officer of Health of 
Calcutta, discovered the cattle-plague bacillus early 
last year and is now experimenting with cultures and 
with toxins. The Government pathologist and the 
Veterinary surgeon of Natal have discovered and 
isolated the bacillus. The bacteriologist of the 
Government of Cape Colony has also identified the 
bacillus. Whether all three organisms are identical 
or not we do not know, and there is ne report of a 
pure culture having produced cattle-plague by 
inoculation. 

We sincerely hope the British workers are right in 
their claims and that Dr. Koch will not have the 
opportunity of demonstrating their error. 


TuBERcULOUS SPECIMENS. 


Last week we had to thank Mr. Gillies for sending 
a pair of glands from a tuberculous bull. The animal 
was suffering from generalised tuberculosis and had 
recently been used at stud. The pathologist to whom 
we submitted them writes—‘“ 1 cannot detect in them 
any sign of tuberculosis. In fact they both appear 
to me to be perfectly normal.” We hope to have 
diseased specimens sent soon or we shall conclude 
they are very uncommon. 


Evection or Counc. 

The Border Counties V.M.A. have given a qualified 
approval to an electoral scheme devised by \Mr. Thomp- 
son. It is thought that London members monopolise 
the Council and that they arrange what shall be done 
and what shall not. It is true that eight members of the 
Council reside in London but three of them are from the 
Camden Town School, and the other five are mostly 
returned by provincial votes. It is pure imagination 
which suggests that the London element forms a har- 
monious clique. 

What facts are there to show that the present method 
of election is not as fair as any other? If there are any 
let us hear them. Surely a method which appeals to the 


, whole profession as one united constituency is better 


than a method which separates us into twenty district 
cliques. We want the best men in the profession, not the 
best in a county. It is ible that some day a county 
might not contain a single first-class man. 

he Border Counties scheme would require a new 
charter so probably it will disappear in nadia 


| al 
don 
H 
| 
erpool | 
| 
1 
| 
ngton | | 
N.W. 2 | 
= | 
linbro’ | 
| 
Ye | 
| 
| 
Neath 
| 
4 | 
Dorset 
ixeter 
ow | 
ta 
per. 


342 


THE VETERINARY 


RECORD Fanuary 2, 1897 


THE INDIAN CIVIL VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT. 


From the Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
the Civil Veterinary Department for the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh we are able to form some idea of 
the work of the department. There are two reports 
by the Superintendent, Vet.-Lieut. Loughlin—one to 
the Provincial Director of Agriculture and one to the 
Inspector General of the Civil Veterinary Department. 
With these are letters of comment—one from the 
Director of Agriculture and one from the Chief 
Secretary to the Local Government. The last para- 
graph of the Chief Secretary’s letter is—‘‘ This is the 
last report which will be submitted by Veterinary 
Lieutenant Loughlin he having resigned the office of 
superintendent, and the Lieutenant-Governor regrets | 


so thoroughly efficient in the conduct of his duties.” 
This expression of regret is satisfactory as showing 
that Lieut. Loughlin has done his work well. But 
when we bear in mind that many more resignations 
from the C.V.D. have been reported it is very un- 
satisfactory. It seems as if the superior State officials 
quite recognised the necessity of the work and the 
value of the veterinary officers but were unable to re- 
tain their services. It suggests that the Indian 
Government are strangling a new department which 
they know is essential to the welfare of the country— 
losing the ship for want of the proverbial ha’p’orth of 
tar. It is no secret that the resignations from the 
C.V.D. are due to dissatisfaction with the rules, 
especially as regards pay and pension. The duties of 
the veterinary officers, if properly performed entail 
very hard work and not a little hardship. The natural 
and acquired intelligence necessary for the office is 
great, and it cannot be expected that men possessing 
it will submit to rules that refuse a fair and sufficient 
return. If the Indian Government desires to really 
carry out its beneficient scheme for the essential 
improvement of the live-stock of the country and for 
the protection of the natives against the ravages of 
preventible disease it must frame such rules as will 
attract capable men to the service of the C.V.D. 
The facts are that the agricultural animals of India 
are a miserable lot, and that they are annualy de- 
cimated by preventible plagues. The objects of the 
Civil Veterinary Department are to increase the value 
and usefulness of the live-stock and to prevent the 
awful loss from disease. The veterinary superin- 
tendents are allotted huge districts over which they 
have to organise and execute measures for the im- 
provement and protection of stock. Under them are 
placed “veterinary assistants” to perform the local 
duties. These men are natives educated at the veter- 
inary schools, and of course for some years to come 
will require constant training and supervision. At 
present it seems that an insufficient number of these 
assistants are available owing to want of funds, and 
that the districts of the superintendents are too large 
to allow of such close personal supervision as” is 
necessary to ensure success. With all these difficul- 
ties, however, improvement is noticeable, and the ad- 


more perfect. 
Vet.-Lieut. Loughlin mentions in his report that 


miles travelled by road and 6588 by rail. This gives 
some idea of the district over which his duties ex- 
tended. There were 58 stallions owned and kept by 
the Provincial Government and 18 more leased out 
to private owners. The mares served by these 
stallions were of all kinds, ages and sizes, but the 
produce was in nearly every case a great improve- 
ment on the mare. Naturally Lieutenant Loughlin 


animals which were suitable. He discovered at one 


of Government stallions and purchased them freely. 
This possibly spoils the market for army buyers, as. 


that the provinces are losing the services of an officer | the dealers pick up young foals, but it undoubtedly 


must do good on the whole by spreading about a 
superior breed of animal and by affording a ready 
market to the owners of mares. 

This breeding branch of the department is not un- 
satisfactory, and although more money and greater 
supervision are necessary good results are being ob- 
tained. The education of the native to a proper 
appreciation of the subject must doubtless accompany 
all improvement. 

The unsatisfactory part of the report is that refer- 
ring to cattle disease and its prevention. The Govern- 
ment has apparently recognised the danger and loss. 
due to glanders, and the Act for its suppression now 
applies to the whole of India. 

Rinderpest and foot-and-mouth disease seem to be 
constantly present and the loss is appalling. ‘The 
returns of the diseases are most incorrect. It is known 
that 31,000 were affected in the province and that 
over 16,000 died. Lieut. Loughlin estimates that 
the numbers attacked would more correctly be put at 
100,000. He points out that about 70 per cent. of 
the cases of rinderpest are fatal, and that those which 
recover are useless for months. No bullocks are left 
for ploughing the land and no cows for producing 
milk—thus poverty, famine and death follow the 
disease throughout the land. 

Military transport through plague-stricken districts 
is crippled and the cost of war thus increased whilst 
efficiency is rendered impossible. Surely the lessons 
of animal disease in India and South Africa might 
teach governments the value of proper regulations! 
How much cheaper would it be to pay a few thousands 
per annum to veterinary officers than to lose millions 
every year by neglect. It is melancholy to think that 
the example of incapacity and ingratitude set by ® 
Department at home may have a large share in per 
mitting the continuance of devastating animal plagues 
abroad. The subject is of Imperial importance but 
it obtains parochial attention. 

Lieutenant Loughlin’s report is a modest one but 
it contains suggestions of the highest value. We cal 
only regret that the C.V.D. is losing so valuable 4? 
officer, and we feel sure that the Indian Government 
will soon awaken to the fact that it is spoiling a val" 
able instrument. 


: vances made only go to show how desirable and 


The Civil Veterinary Department of India should 


essential is a further effort to make the department: 


his tours of service during the year included 2446 


has an eye on the produce for army purposes, and at. 
the fairs and shows which he visited saw many 


fair that native dealers knew the value of the produce 
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each one successively unless I wished to be up half 


a roceed as you would in the plantar method. After 
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be viewed and treated as one that earns revenue, that 
increases the value of the live-stock, that suppresses 
diseases and thus prevents expensive famine and loss 
of ftman lives. Ever from the most evident and 
selfish point of view Government might recognise 
that it would pay to stamp out diseases that cripple 
every fronteer expedition and interfere with the 
efficiency of every little war. The last Afghan war 
sacrificed 63,000 animals. The cost of that holocaust 
alone would keep the whole Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment going in good form for years—for years during 
which disease would receive such a check as to pre- 
vent for ever a recurrence of the fearful losses now 
perennially experienced. 


MEDIAN NEURECTOMY. 
Cuas. Perrce, M.R.C.V.S. (of Mosley & Son). 


Having read Professor Hobday’s paper on the 
above in The Record of the 19th inst., I beg leave to 
offer a few remarks, as I have had some experience 
in the operation. 

[ very much admire the care with which the 
Professor has described the method of operating, and 
also the fullness of the notes taken on the results. It 
is with the former that I purpose dealing, for the 
benefit of those who have not yet attempted the 
operation and who are placed under less favourable 
conditions than the Professor, as I fear that a novice 
after studying the instructions set in the paper of the 
19th, would waste a lot of valuable time and patience 
in following them accurately. 

I venture to suggest that my remarks may prove 
of interest to practitioners as my experience has been 
gained in a busy unnerving practice and without 
professional assistance. First of all my opinion is 
that chloroform is no more necessary in this opera- 
tion than in that of the Plantar method. I have had 
eight horses down in the forge on the same afternoon 


forearm. How could chloroform be administered on 


the night ? 

I will briefly describe the operation as I perform it, 
without any colouring whatsoever. After the subject 
1s cast, have the foreleg pulled down as suggested by 
Professor Hobday. Disinfect the part, take the 
ordinary neurotomy knife and make an incision about 
half an inch long (not 2 inches as quoted by the Pro- 
fessor) quarter inch behind and parallel to the ridge 
formed by the postero internal border of the radius 
just on the apex of the triangle formed by the 
pectoralis transversus muscle, that is to say, about 2 
Inches lower than is quoted by Professor Hobday. 
Dissect down until you arrive at the strong fascia of 
the forearm, take the neurotomy knife, with its back 
turned down, puncture the fascia and take an elliptical 
ae out of it just as you would for tracheotomy. 
oa will expose the flexor metacarpi internus, raise 
a with the handle of a tenaculum and you will find 

€ median nerve resting snugly enough between the 


cutting the nerve at the superior border of the open- 
ing seize the end with ordinary forceps, instruct the 
man pulling the limb down to desist from so doing, 
gradually flex the leg and you will find that the nerve 
requires little or no traction at all but will emerge 
quite naturally from the opening. Cut off about 
2 inches and close the wound. One suture is often 
all that is necessary, but in no case more than two. 
I am quite certain that any ordinary practitioner 
will be able, afte: a very little practice, to unnerve 
inside the forearm as quickly, with as little hcemor- 
rhage and as small a cicatrix as in the plantar 
operation. The wound under ordinary care will be 
healed within IO days and in more than one instance 
I have seen clients working horses that I have 
‘‘unnerved”’ inside the forearm on the 18th day 
although, needless to say, contrary to instructions. 

The points I wish to emphasise are :— 

(1). That chloroform is superfluous (use cocaine if 
you like). 

(2). That a two-inch incision is at least three 
times too long. 

(83). That the instruments used in the plantar 
method answer admirably for median neurectomy. 
No spreader is required as the wound gapes naturally 
owing to the thinness of the skin in thatregion. No 
director to help incise the thick fascla is necessary as 
1 operate lower down the limb than the Professor 
where the vessels are much deeper seated and out of 
harm’s way. 

(4). That variation in the position of the nerve is 
hardly ever of such consequence as to impede the 
rapidity of the operation, unlike that of the plantar 
method, where windgalls and thickness of skin are 
often to be reckoned with, not mentioning the frequent 
inconvenience of unnerving above the fetlock an 
animal that has been fired and blistered at some 
recent date. 

(5). That when performed with ordinary care the 
operation is an exceedingly easy one, but that if the 
opening be made too high, consequently jeopardising 
the larger vessels, any prick to the latter will 
probably make the operator wish he had left it alone. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


BORDER COUNTIES © 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on 
Ly December 11th, the President (Mr. J. Armstrong, 
F.R. VS., Penrith) occupied the chair, and there were 
also present—Members : Messrs. Thompson, Aspatria, 
(treasurer) ; J. W. Hewson, Carlisle, (secretary) ; McKie, 
Carlisle ; Lindsa , Dumfries ; Garnett Windermere : 
Croudace, Haltwhistle ; and Anderson, Hexham. Visi- 
tors : Bell, Carlisle ; and Warwick, Penrith. 

The minutes of last meeting having been read and 
confirmed, the secretary said he had received letters of 
apology from Professor Dewar, Dick’s College, Edin- 
burgh ; from Prof. Williams, New College, Edinburgh ; 


muscle and the bone. All that is necessary now is to 


from Prof. McCall, Glasgow College ; also from Mr. Pears, 
Penrith. 
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THE RESIGNATION OF Mr. DoNALp. 


The Secretary said he had received a letter from Mr. 
Donald, F.R.C.V.S., Wigton, in reply to one sent to him 
from their last meeting. In the course of his letter Mr. 
Donald said he saw no reason why he should reconsider 
his resignation. 

Mr. Linpsay said he was sorry he could not be pre- 
sent at the last meeting, but it appeared from the 
accounts given in the veterinary journals that Mr. Donald 
just took the “ huff” and sent in his resignation. Could 
any one say why he had resigned ? 

The Secretary said the reason appeared to be this: 
Mr. Donald brought forward a motion several times to 
do away with the reporter at their meetings. He did 

not actually object to the reporter himself, but to the 
guinea they had to pay him. Mr. Donald oe ay that 
as it was the journals which got the real benefit they, 
and not the Society, ought to pay him. He gave 
notice of motion several times but never appeared to sup- 
port it. 

Mr. Tuompson said this 5 gene to be the cause of 

Mr. Donald’s umbrage, but he was quite convinced that 
even if Mr. Donald had come forward and put his motion 
before the Penrith meeting and got a seconder for it, an 
amendment would have been carried. As he said at last 
meeting he was very sorry that Mr. Donald should have 
resigned seeing that he was one of the first to establish 
this Society but to get on with the business he moved 
that Mr. Donald’s resignation be accepted. 

Mr. McKie seconded the motion. 

The CHARMAN said he rose to make some little ex- 


jlanation. He spoke a little bit strong at last meeting. | 2 


e could speak stronger at this but he did not want to. 
It was not friction they wanted. Mr. Donald had been 
too much patted on the back. They put him on the 
Council from that very room and he drew himself out 
without ever warning them in any shape or form. Why 
did he doit? He could answer that question. They 
accepted his resignation all the same. 

The motion was put and carried. 


MALLEIN AS A DtaGnostic AGENT. 


Mr. Hewson laid before the meeting a letter which he 
had received from the West of Scotland Veterinary 
Medical Association asking -him to lay before the meet- 
ing the following resolution unanimously passed by that 
Association :— 

“That the West of Scotland Veterinary Medical 
Association recognising the value of mallein as a diag- 
nostic agent in suspected glanders recommends that the 
opinion of the various veterinary medical associations be 
sought upon the subject in order to decide the advisa- 
bility of memoralising the Council of the Royal College 
of Mae Surgeons to lay before the Board of Agri- 
culture the following suggestion : When glanders occurs 
in a stud of horses compulsory testing with mallein 
should be performed upon each animal in it and each 
to the should be thereafter 
slaughtered and compensation paid to 

Mr. THOMPSON said he thought the suggestion 
one, and one which ought to be su ported by fae 

veterinary medical societies in the eel He had 
not had much experience with mallein. He tried it 
twice but it did not react, yet post-mortem examination 
showed both horses to be glandered. It was a frightful 
disease and the sooner they had it stamped out of the 
country the better. He therefore thought that the 
should make an endeavour to get the Board of prt f 
to upon ery we 

Mr. HEWSON said he had had no experience 
of mallein, but he thought it would be very rhea 
‘stamping out glanders in this country. 


theoretically but was of opinion that they should support 
the West of Scotland Association in this matter. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
Anderson, it was agreed to support the resolution. 


FINANCE. . 


Mr. THompson presented a financial statement show- 
ing that the Society had a small balance in hand. 


OTHER RESIGNATIONS. 
Mr. THompson reported the resignation of two mem- 
bers of the Society and it was agreed that the Secretary 
write to both gentlemen and ask them to re-consider 
their withdrawal. 
ELEcTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 
Mr. GARNETT was elected President of the Society for 
the ensuing year, and Mr. Croudace and Mr. Lindsay 
were appointed vice-presidents. 
On the suggestion of the President it was decided that 
in future the offices of secretary and treasurer be com- 
bined, and after some solicitation Mr. Thompson agreed 
to act in the dual capacity for the next’ twelve 
months. 
REPRESENTATION ON THE COUNCIL. 
Mr. THompson said at a recent meeting some discus- 
sion took place regarding representation on the Council, 
and Mr. Garnett made a motion that he (Mr. ren arom 
should go over the matter again and try and formulate a 
scheme or basis on which the electoral divisions of the 
country might be made. He had taken the trouble to 
© into the matter and he would read them what he had 


jotted down. 


ARRANGEMENT OF ELECTORAL DISTRICTS OF THE 
MEMBERS FOR REPRESENTATION ON THE COUNCIL. 
By Mr. THompson, Aspatria. 


In conformity with Mr. Garnett’s motion at last meet- 
ing I have made a recount and recast of the members, 
and have formulated a basis on which electoral division 
might be made, but in order to get as fair a representa- 
tion as possible I have increased the number on the 
Council Board to 34, with four ex-officio members, mak- 
ing a total of 38. . 

The four e2-oficio members to be principal of each 
teaching institution, each one to have the power to send 
a deputy from his teaching staff in case he the principal 
coud not attend, the ex-officio members when present to 
answer questions, make suggestions in altering bye-laws 
or rules etc., but not allowed to vote on any question. 

The arrangement of districts is as follows : 


Numbers of mem- Represet- 


The Prestpest said he knew nothing of mallein except 


bers in each tatives. 
County. 

NORTHERN. 
Northumberland 39\ 1 
Cumberland 
Isle of Man & Channel 
Islands 8 
Durham 55+ 71 1 
Westmorland 8 
Yorkshire 208 208 2 
Lancashire 202 202 

WESTERN 
Cheshire 92 1 
Shropshire 34 
Hereford 9 
Monmouth 131 
Gloucester 37 
Somerset 35 


| 

| qa 


a 
: 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 345 


January 2, 1897 


Numbers of mem- Represen- 


bers in each tatives. 
County. 
MIDLAND. 
Derby 30 
Nottingham 31; 95 1 
Leicester 34 
Stafford 63 
Rutland 4; 86 1 
Worcester 19 
Warwick 56 
Northampton 21; 86 1 
Huntingdon 9 
Oxford 18 
Buckingham 17 77 1 
Bedfor 16 
Hertford 26 
Middlesex 241 241 2 
EASTERN. 
Lincoln 73 95 l 
Cambridge 22 
Norfolk 631 ge 1 
Suffolk 25 
Essex 45 
SouTHERN 
‘Sussex 54 99 1 
Kent 76 
Berkshire 23 99 1 
Surrey 90 90 1 
Hampshire 43 
Wiltshire 17; 76 1 
16 
evon 57 
‘Cornwall 27 84 1 
1959 21 
England 1959 21 
Scotland 478 5 
Treland 301 3 
Wales 91 1 
Army 142 2 
Forel 208 2 
Ex-officio 4 
3179 38 


Continuing, Mr. Thompson said the members of the 
Council should be id second-class fare to and from 


London which woul = the country practitioner who 
has to leave his work for three or four days a chance ot 


-attending the meetings at a light expense. He was on 


the Council for three years, and it used to cost him for 


each meeting from £5 to £6, besides spending two or 


three days in pong to London and back again. But as 
this was everybody’s concern he was afraid it would be 
nobody’s concern, and that the members of the Council 
would not bother themselves very much about it. They 
considered themselves all sitting at the board mak- 
ing bye-laws, rescinding them and remodelling them 
-again until the confusion was so great that you hardly 
knew where you were. Outsiders had just to sit and 
look on. A reformation of the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
in London was wanted very badly, and the National 
Veterinary Medical Society should be the body to take 
up the matter and formulate a proper scheme. 

Mr. Garnett: Would we want anew Charter if we 
remodelled the bye-laws ? 

Mr. THompson : That is the rub. 

The PrEestpEnt said he thought not. 

Mr. Garnerr suggested that the matter lie on the 
table until they ascertained if a new r was 
necessary. He wascertainly in accord with Mr. Thomp- 
son so far as the electoral division of members were con- 


cerned. At the present time the government of the pro- 
fession was in the hands of the London members. ey 
were on the spot and met together to arrange everything 
cut and dry before the country veterinary surgeons got 
to the place. The country might as 
well stop at home for any good they do; their vote 
would not count in the predominating voice of the Lon- 
don members. He did not know whether the proposal 
would require the revision of the Charter ; he hardly 
thought it would. In the meantime they could adopt 
Mr. Thompson’s scheme for themselves. It was certain- 
ly the most fair as regarded representation that they 
had heard of. It mater y be advisable to have printed or 
type written copies of it sent to the different societies 
and get their opinion on the matter before they started 
with the Central institution. He moved accordingly. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. McKie. 

The PrEsIDENT said he thought a scheme like the one 
suggested would be a great eye It was a thing 
he had fought for for years. They all knew his opinion 
on the point and it was unnecessary for him to take up 
their time by going over it again. The North of 
England and Scotland had not their deserts so far as the 
Council was concerned. As Mr. Garnett had said, the 
London people practically did what they liked and had 
their own way in the regulation of the profession. Al- 
though it did not make much difference to the 
country practitioner, except in odd things like inspector- 


ships. 
The motion was put and carried unanimously. 


GLOSS ANTHRAX. 
By F. W. Garyert, M.R.C.V.S. 


I do not know of any recorded cases of gloss anthrax 
which have assumed an epizootic form similar to the 
outbreak which is the subject of these notes. Indeed it 
is a subject upon which very little has been written and 
the veterinary authors who do mention it offer no solu- 
tion as to its cause or intelligible treatment, and as a rule 
class it with anthrax. 

In the first place I must find fault with the name, it 
is an entire misnomer, and would lead one naturally to 
suppose that the disease was of an anthracoid nature, 
but so far as I was able to observe by examination of the 
blood and serum both from the live and the dead sub- 
ject I was not able to find the presence of any bacilli. 

ut because I was not able to find the bacilli I do not 
wish you to conclude that the disease is not of germinal 
origin, but what I do say is that it is not produced by or 
has any relation whatever with the anthrax bacillus, and 
for that reason the name is misleading. 
It is a disease which attacks young cattle, as a rule 
under two years of age, and so far as I know the out- 
breaks takes place when the animals have been turned 
out in the pastures for the summer, no outbreak that I 
have met with has occurred in stall fed animals. As a. 
rule only a single animal is attacked, the others pasturing 
with it remaining healthy. 
In the present outbreak there were eleven or twelve 
young heifers pasturing together in a high, dry field, 
soil sandy and a water supply which had _ been 
analysed a short time previously and was found to be of 
most excellent drinking ee. The season prior to 
the 2nd of August, the date on which the outbreak 
occurred, had been a remarkably dry one, consequently 
the herbage was eaten very close. ere is a quarry in 
the field, and a lamb had been found dead in April which 
was supposed to have been killed by a piece of flyin 
stone from a blast, it was buried near where it was found 
and little more than covered with earth and sod. 
When I came to examine the field I found that the 


heifers had been in the habit of standing and laying a 
great deal about the grave, which was then (August 4th) 
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almost as distinctly visible as the day it had been 


made. 
Two of the heifers were noticed to be very dull and 
not pasturing or ruminating as the others were, when 
they were seen on the 2nd of August, 1896. They were 
brought down to the farm and put in separate loose 
boxes, no medicine was given them, and I was called in 
to see them the following morning. The symptoms 
were similar in both animals though more pronounced in 
No.1 than No.2. Their general appearance was very 
pitiable, head outstretched, tongue swollen and _pro- 
truding between the lips, and of a bluish black colour in 
No. 1. The intermaxillary space and top part of the 
throat was hard, swollen and painful to the touch 
bloody froth was coming down the nostrils of No. 1 an¢ 
streaks of blood with a watery mucous discharge down 
the nostril of No. 2. The bowels were costive and little 
or no feeces had been ed since they had been brought 
in. Temperature: No. 1 105 degrees, No. 2 106 2-5ths. 
No. 1 died the following night. I had the rest of the 
heifers removed from their pasture and placed in another 
field. The following morning another of the heifers, No. 
3, was noticed to be ailing and was brought away and 
placed in another loose box. The temperature of this 
one was 1044° with general symptoms similar to No. 1 
and No. 2 though not so pronounced. _ 

On going to the field and examining the remaining 
heifers we noticed another, No. 4, evidently starting, the 
only symptoms it showed were lassitude and an inclina- 
tion “o remain by itself, neither feeding nor chewing. 
This was a pedigree heifer and had not done well since 
the spring. We tried to remove it but its mate, a red 
heifer, No. 5, which had always been with it, would not 
he separated so they were brought down together, when 
we noticed a streak of blood coming down her (No. 5) 
nostril, and on taking her temperature found it register- 
ing 104 degrees. These two were put into a box together. 
No. 2 died on the 5th of August. 

The treatment followed was 3 0z. doses of chlorate of 
potass four times a day, this after a day or two was dis- 
continued and salicylate of soda in 3 oz. doses two or 
three times a day given in its place. The whole of the 
animals were entirely off their food and the bowels were 
kept open with small doses of linseed oil with 1 oz. 
turps. in it every second or third day as required. 

Of the last three animals attacked Nos. 3 and 5 did 
best, their oe for the first two or three days 
kept very high, varying between 105° and 107°, then 
gradually fell ; their tongues were never very much 
swollen though blood and froth were discharged from 
their nostrils, and as this continued after the tempera- 
ture fell, tincture of ferri perchlor in 2 oz. doses was 
given. No 4, the pedigree animal which I did not con- 
sider to be sound, was the most intractable to treat and 
had the worst attack, the tongue swelling to a large size 
a few days after it was brought in, then gradually sub 
siding, her temperature kept high for seven or eight 
days and stimulants were given to keep her strength up. 
A peculiarity of this case was that there was very little 
discharge from the nostrils. Nos. 3, 4and 5 made a good 


recovery, though No. 4 a very slow one, when they were | ot 


turned out by themselves and have done well since. 

I treated the disease as an infectious one, and had all 
the boxes thoroughly disinfected and the carcases buried 
deeply in lime and fenced off. I am sorry now that I 
did not make a oat ag gue examination of either of 
those that died, though I examined carefully the blood 
from the ear and tongue and also the serum from the 
tongue microscopically with the result stated. 

I trust that by bringing this outbreak before your 
notice further light may be thrown upon the disease. and 
that by ventilating the obscurity under which it now 
— we may be aiding the discovery of its true 

use. 


DISCUSSION. 


The PresmpENT said Mr. Garnett’s most admirable 
paper opened out'a wide field for discussion, and he 
would not detain’ them with any remarks of his, but 
would ask Mr. Thompson to open the discussion. 

Mr. THoMpPsoN said he had not much to say with re- 
ference to the paper as he had not heard it from the be- 
ginning. He had heard and read a great deal about 

loss anthrax, but he did not think he had seen a case in 


is life. He had seen one or two cases both in the horse - 
and in the cow where they had a swollen tongue hanging . t 
out of the mouth and similar symptoms. He had a case ! 
only the other day where the animal was in danger of r 
suffocation, the tongue swelling too much for the mouth, 
the jaws wide apart, that tracheotomy had to be per- 
formed. The head was swollen to a large extent, and a 
bloody mucous discharge from both nostrils. The 0 
tongue was so large that neither water or medicine could 
be got into the mouth. In the case referred to by Mr. 
Garnett it seemed to him that the animals had been i ir 
licking the diseased flesh of the dead sheep, and had got f ir 
a sort of animal poison, and that the one that died first be 
had got a bigger dose. He thought the treatment adop- 
ted by Mr. Garnett was satisfactory, seeing that he got ' 


three out of the five, which was not bad work. Hypo- ‘ vs 
sulphite of soda might have been useful, but the treat- se 
ment adopted seemed to answer well, seeing that he th 
had the opportunity of getting the stuff into the -- 
mouth. 2 h 
Mr. ANDERSON said he had been very much pleased : 
with Mr. Garnett’s paper. He thought he had seen well - 
into adosen of these cases. Mr. Garnett had given ee 
them a very good description of it. The first he saw Jol 
was close upon thirty years ago, and he did not know m 
what the disease was. The symptoms were just the lit 
Mr. Garnett had shown. He had seen the tongues 
rop off. 
e PRESIDENT said he must congratulate Mr. Gar- a 
nett on bringing such an able paper tothe front. In his pos 
opinion the whole of these cases were blood poisoning ; 
due to artificial foods. a 
Mr. THOMPSON said if that was so there would be no | 
animals living now. Where hundreds of tons of artifi- en 
cial feeding stuffs was once used, thousands were used . 
now. 
The PRESIDENT said that was quite true. These were a 
recent cases. Only on the previous morning he came aga 
across two very similar cases to which Mr. Garnett had ery 
referred. They were due to artificial feeding and he had tag 
not the slightest doubt whatever that many of their oon 
blood diseases were brought about in this particular day 
way. If it was anthrax pure and simple they would not 
have lived many hours. . 
Mr. THOMPSON pointed out that Mr. Garnett had said T 
it was more seen at grass than in the stall. one 
The PRESIDENT : Artificial feeding on the land ; you _ 
an 


can take it both ways. 
Mr. ANDERSON said all his animals were out at 
grass. 
Mr. THompson asked if Mr. Garnett had seen any 
her cases. 
Mr. GARNETT said he had seen five or six separate 
one the year previous on the adjoining 
arm. 
The PRESIDENT said the case he had in hand at the 
present time was exactly the same—the tongue swollen 
and quite blue, and hanging fully three inches from the 
mouth. He could not attempt to administer medicine. 
Its temperature that morning was 105° F. He had not 
the slightest fear but that it would: come round. He just 
gave it cold water to drink. 
Mr. ANDERSON said the tongue started to get hard 
and would break off. : 
Mr. Garnett said the salicylate of soda was given 
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with the idea of bringing down the temperature. It was 
an expensive drug but he gave it with certainly beneti- 
cial results. He could not e with the idea that the 
complaint was due to artificial feeding, but in some of 
its points it was certainly similar to blackleg. 

Mr. THompson : Was there any crackling of the-skin ? 
Mr. No. 
Mr. THompson said then they must put blackleg on 
one side and seeing that no bacillus was found they must 
give ita new name, say ¢ because 
the cases did resemble erysipelas in the human subject. 
Prof. Williams was against the giving of medicine for 
reducing temperature when it was so high. 

Mr. GARNETT said Prof. Williams classed gloss anthrax 
with anthrax. 

Mr. THompson : The great point is you got three out 
of the five ; that is not bad work sir. 


The members then proceeded to the discussion of some 
interesting cases brought under their notice at last meet- 
ing by Mr. Hewson. 


JOINT. 


In opening the discussion the President said his ex- 
perience in open joint was that if there was any ulcera- 
ted or fractured bone or likely to become ulcerated from 
an outside wound they could expect no better results 
than what Mr. Hewson had described very correctly. 
They all met with them, but the class of open joint which 
he found the worst to deal with was where you could 
not possibly close up one side of the joint without its 
breaking out at che other of its own free will. In a 
joint of this description—he was not going into the 
pathology of the bones—in the case which Mr. Hewson 
related he had always carried out his later treatment a 
little earlier. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he thought Mr. Hewson’s treat- 
ment very good at the first. He was always anxious not 
to blister, and if a horse has to be fired let him be cast 
and not fired standing. 

Mr. Linpsay said he had been pretty successful in 
advocating a blister in the early stages, and he believed 
in 5 cold water trickling over the wound if it could 

one. 

_ Mr. Toompson said there were open joints and open 
Joints, when they had ulceration or fracture of the bone 
inside they might get it closed up but it would break out 
again. He looked upon external astringents as quack- 
ery. He had only lost about three cases, in two of which 
he was too long in being called in. His treatment wasa 
continual stream of cold water over the joint for 4 or 5 
days, then blister. 


LAMINITIS. 


The PRESIDENT said that in breeding districts this was 
one of the most important things they had to deal with. 
His experience showed it to follow low-lying districts. 
Laminitis as it appeared to him was only a symptom of 
blood poisoning going on in the animal. Prof. Walley 
remarked to him “Never bother with the feet because 
you will never make any better of them. 

Mr. Liypsay said when he had a mare bad with this 
complaint he had her shoes removed and poultices on the 
eet at once. 

Ln PRESIDENT : Certainly treat it locally. 

r. said after three days of poulticing he 
ad a loose box bedded with sawdust and let them walk 


. about. In syringing the wound he had never used car- 


bolic acid or glycerine. 
THompson : No! never do. 
m4 LanDaay said he had tried bi-carbonate of soda 
“a ac Pretty good results from it. He did not think 
ing had anything to do with it, and was of opinion 


having this would not hold to the horse next season. 
He had seen it repeatedly not only in Clydesdales, but 
also in hackneys, and sometimes for two or three years. 
afterwards. 

Mr. THompson said if the feet were so sore as to cause 
fever, off with the shoes at once and certainly attend to the 
feet, and use nothing else but cold poultices. Do not in- 
ject anything into the womb after the first, unless they 
wanted to kill the mare, interfere with nature as little 
as possible and give one ounce doses hyposulphite soda 
every 6or 8 hours in drinking water. 


Mare CarryinGc THREE WEEKS OVERDUE. 


In this case the President said Mr. Hewson’s treatment 
was admirable, and he seemed to have done everything 
that could be done for this animal. 

Mr. Hewson said in this case the mare carried her 
foal three weeks and a few days over the twelve months, 
but he got it away with a good deal of difficulty, and the 
mare did remarkably wall. 

Mr Lanpsay said there was an impression that a 
mare would not carry a dead foal longer than 24 hours. 

Mr. THoMPSON said he himself thought this a very 
remarkable case. As Mr. Lindsay had said there was a 

eneral belief that a mare would not carry a dead foal 
for three weeks without something happening. He had 
known cows frequently to carry a dead calf and never 
calve at all, and subsequently the bones of the fcetus to 
come through the rectum of the cow. He thought there 
was every credit done to Mr. Hewson for piloting his 
case to a successful issue. 


The PRESIDENT said the next was a case of colic. 
There was nothing special about it excepting that it 
had been flatulency so far as he could see, in the colon, 
and upon which Mr. Hewson had boldly operated 
through the vagina. 

Mr. THOMPSON narrated his experience with the use 
of the trocar and said they need never be afraid of put- 
ting it intoahorse. It gave the quickest relief of any- 
thing. He believed in tapping, 

Mr. Hewson having replied, the President moved a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Hewson and Mr. Garnett for 
bringing before the members such brightly interesting 
cases. 

Mr. THoMpson seconded the motion which was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. THompson, seconded by Mr. 
GARNETT, Mr. Armstrong was also thanked for his 
services in the chair. 

In returning thanks the President said he hoped his 
suecessor would consider the business in a more able 
manner than he had been able to do. He was very well 
pleased with the selection they had made. 

This concluded the business. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE AMERICAN BLOOD TEST FOR BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS. 
We have received from a friend in England an eight- 
page pamphlet, which purports to be a reprint from 7’he 
New England Medical Monthly, of an article by 
Ephraim Cutter, M.D., LL.D. Those of us who recollect 
the days when the cattle-plague ravaged our herds will 
remember the assistance gratuitously given by the medi- 
cal profession. They recognised the shocking ignorance 
of veterinarians, and kindly gave the public all the 
advice they possibly could. They in their 


Ma —_ mares were susceptible to it. He believed 
‘Armstrong was right in stating that a mare after 


special journals the nature and pathology of cattle- 
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and they flooded the daily press with methods of 
—-. It Boca be cruel to re-produce any of these 
theories now. It is sufficient to say that the advice of 
the veterinary profession proved right, and that success 
attended the measures suggested and enforced by veteri- 
nary officers. 

In recent years bovine tuberculosis has been a ve 
prominent subject in the United States, and the medica 
men have kindly assisted in giving advice. Ephraim 
Cutter, M.D., LL.D., has made his contribution, and if 
it only works out right it should be valuable. At present 
it is best described as novel. The Doctor has discovered 
a method of diagnosis which, if we understand him 
aright, consists in examining the blood of the animal 
microscopically. What the exact peculiarity of tubercu- 
lous blood may be we rather hesitate to say. The Doctor 
is not lucid in his explanations, and it will be safest to 
quote his own words :— ‘ 

Under the heading, “ Morphology of the Blood in 
Health,” he writes, “ Red corpuscles arrange themselves 
in nummulations or are scattered evenly over the 
field; normal in size; non-adhesive ; hold colouring 
matter firmly ; appear fresh and fair, giving an_ap- 

rance of health. like a rosy-cheeked maiden full of 
ife. White corpuscles normal in size ; not enlarged by 

internal collections of foreign bodies ; amzboid move- 
ments strong or not; not sticky ; colour, a clean white. 
Serum clear and free at first sight from any fibrin. 
‘There should be no spores or vegetation in healthy 
serum.” 

In the section on “ Morphol of the Blood in Con- 
sumption,” we are told the “ ed corpuscles are less in 
number, pale and not ruddy (like the rosy-cheeked 
maiden) ; sticky; adhesive. They accumulate in aggre- 
gations of confused masses like droves of frightened 
sheep. They adhere to each other, and are rotten as it 
were in texture. White corpuscles enlarged and extended 
by mycoderma aceti or spores of vinegar yeast, that are 
transmitted into the blood-stream from the intestines. 
The fibrine filaments are larger, stronger, more massive 
than in health.” 

These various changes in the blood, of course, lead to 
grave complications and to pathological changes which 
are thus described :—“ The sticky white corpuscles, the 
massive fibrine filaments in skeins, and the yeast spores 
alone or combined form aggregations, masses, thrombi 
and emboli, which block up the blood-vessels of the 
lungs soonest, because. exposed to cold air the most of 
any viscus ; the blood-vessels contract, and thus arrest 
the thrombi, and form a_ heterologous deposit which 
is called tubercle.” This last sentence in the original is 
printed in italics. We refrain from doing so because it 
seems unfair to the author. It is a very fine piece of 
pathology, but surely does not deserve to be made more 
conspicuous than the rest. The whole article ought to 
be in italics. 

Dr. Cutter summaries the advantages of the Blood 
Test over Tuberculin as follows :— 

1. It is simple, readily learned, easily applied. 

2.. It introduces no diseased matter into the blood to 
set up efforts to expel diseased tissues, which efforts of 

3. It allows the diagnosis of the pre-tubercular s 
and the cure of the cattle. Tubeocuiia is of no a 
except when there is actual disease. 

4. The amount of the yeast spores present is a 
measure of the amount of lesion ; the more the disease, 
the more the yeast. 

7. It can be applied often and harmlessly. 

The author does “not believe all the sensational 
reports as to the communications of tuberculosis to 
man from cows. The evidence is overwhelming that 
tuberculosis comes from food, in excess and long-con- 
tinued, which either before or after ingestion undergoes 
the acetic acid fermentation.” 


So far as the evidence of this pamphlet goes we gather 
that Dr. Cutter has examined ten tuberculous cows 
which were afterwards killed by the New York State 
official veterinary surgeons, and that his diagnosis was 
more or less corroborated by their post-mortem exami- 
nations. 

Bull No. I. in these experiments seems to have been 
the victim of some miserable bungling at the hands 
of the slaughterman, and Dr. Cutter comments thus :— 
“This bull could not be felled by repeated blows of an 
axe, and was with difficulty killed by revolver shots at 
ranges of about an arm’s length. The bull showed a 
marvellous vitality, which would have stood in good 
avail had he been treated for cure. His difficult death 
should encourage efforts to cure such cases. Had we 
such vital resistance in human cases we could make a 
better show.” Vital resistance is good. Some people 
might have thought it indicated thicknessof skull. Diag- 
nosis is not easy either in human or bovine practice, 
and what looks like deliberate quackery in some men 
~~ be only thickness of skull and hide in others. 

f Ephraim Cutter had not appended to his name the 
letters M.D., LL.D., we should not have devoted so 
much space to his production ; but perhaps it is not all 
loss, some reader may be amused. 


SWINE FEVER PROSECUTION. 


Walter Radford, dealer, St. Ives, was charged that on 
12th November, he did unlawfully expose for sale 10 
swine affected with swine fever in a sale yard known as 
Brown’s Sale Yard, St. Neots. 

Mr. J. P. Maule prosecuted, and Mr. W. A. Watts, de 
fended. Major Clark, from the Board of Agriculture was 
also present. 

Mr. Maule in opening the case, said the offence char- 
ged to defendant was a most serious one, for through 

is action the county generally and traders in particular 
had suffered great loss. All the stringent measures 
taken by the Board of Agriculture and the Executive 
Committee of the County, such as closing the markets, 
making the County a suspected zone, etc., were due to 
the action of the defendant. If the Bench convicted he 
thought the offence deserved a severe penalty. 

Supt. Copping deposed that something before noon om 
Thursday, 12th inst., he visited Mr. Brown’s Sale Yard, 
St. Neots, ina pen he observed 10 small pigs, their con- 
dition at once struck him and he examined them, they 
presented — external appearance of swine fever, the 
tips of some of their ears were turning purple, one was 
marked with purple spots on various parts, they wel 


very small, ve and very wretched in appearance. 
t 


He at once cal he attention of the auctioneer and 
told defendant he thought they were suffering from 
swine fever. Defendant said that was quite impossible 
he had had them from Mr. Smith’s farm, Offord Hil 
Godmanchester, and they had been done bad. He asked 
defendant if he might slaughter one, to see if it 
swine fever. Defendant consented. Mr. Burston, the 
Veterinary Inspector, then appeared, a pig was caught 
its throat cut by Mr. John Banks, and Mr. Bursto 
examined it. From what Mr. Burston told him, 
deemed it to be his duty to close the yard, allowing ™® 
bigs to leave without a licence, etc. About 7 p.m. salle 
day defendant called on him, and said that on the 4 
inst. he called at Mr. Smith’s farm, Offord Hill, 
offered him a price for 27 pigs—witness believed " 
meant 26—which he did not agree to, but subsequent! 
Mr. Smith wrote him that he could have the pigs at ' 
price he offered, and on the 10th he sent his brother r 
the Pigs, which were taken to Anderson’s Yard, at is 
Ives. Defendant said he had had 17 killed that 
and should have had the 27 killed for roasters but 
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not time, so sent them to market by old Haynes. De- 
fendant asked him if he would go and see the carcases of 
the slaughtered pigs, but witness said “No, if you want 
anybody to see them you had better get the police at St. 
Ives to see them.” 

By Mr. Watts: He consulted me with regard to the 16 
pigs and I said “If you take my advice you will put 
yourself under the direction of the police.” I found the 
mothers of these pigs knocking about at Mr. Smith’s 
farm. I have ae of no swine fever from the 16 pigs 
or any others in Anderson’s Yard. The pigs in question 
were five or six weeks old. bingy were not frisky. When 
Radford came back at night he said he came to see 
about the feeding. I had them fed with oats and wheat 
I believe. The Government Inspector had all the ten 
killed. I know the firm of Radford very well and should 
not be surprised to learn they buy some 800 pigs a week, 
200 or 300 of them at St. Neots, besides cattle. I believe 
Mr. Brown saw these bigs before I did. 

Mr. Burston, M.R.C.V.S., said the 10 pigs had symp- 
toms very suspicious of swine fever, they looked ill, were 
dull, with drooping tails, and looked thin as if they had 
eaten no breakfast. They were coughing and purging, 
and had a redness and red spots inside the legs, on the 
thighs. One was killed and he made a post-mortem, 
finding well developed ulceration, at least two of the 
ulcers had a dark grey centre. He had no doubt then it 
was suffering from swine fever and should say it had 
been in existence about five days. In obedience to a 
telegram he forwarded the viscera to London. He did 
not see the others after they were killed. 

By Mr. Watts: Taking pigs from the mother at this 
age would make them look poor for a day or two. On 

riday one refused to take any food, the others took a 
little liquid. Prostration is a symptom at a later stage. 
Thirst is another symptom. If frightened pigs might 
run round the yard. The marks on the pigs were obvious 
without taking up a pig to examine it. I suspected but 
would not have taken an oath they had fever until I had 
made the post-mortem. 

By Mr. Maule: I had no doubt they had swine fever 
before I made the post-mortem, but it is not usual to 
declare it until afterward. 

By Mr. Watts : Mr. Radford asked me to let his veteri- 
nary examine them, but I had no power to do so. 

Mr. Maule put in a certificate from the Inspector to 
the Board of Agriculture, London, to whom the viscera 
was sent, to the effect that when it died the pig was 
suffering from swine fever. 

Robert Haines, who brought the pigs from St. Ives, 
said he told Supt. Copping, Wally Radford hel him 
to load them but that was a mistake, it was Arthur. He 
did not see defendant until the pigs were in the cart. 

_By Mr. Watts: I had no orders from defendant. The 
pigs took their food well, and moved fast enough. They 
did not appear ill. I saw nothing the matter. When 
unloaded they were lively. 

_Wm. Hawksford, employed at Mr. Brown’s Auction 
Yard, deposed that he booked the 10 pigs when brought 
in the passage to the stye, they looked Shall starved, as 
if a good meal would do them them good. He called 
Mr. Brown to look at them, but they were then in the stye. 

By Mr. Watts ; They ran about a bit, but there was 
hot much trouble to catch them. Mr. Brown was angry 
at them running about the yard, and I got blown up. 

Supr. Rayner, St. Ives, deposed that in consequence of 


» a telegram on the 12th he closed Anderson’s Yard, he 


had no interview with any of the Messrs. Radfords that 

| or the next. 

kil, Mr. Watts : He believed seven of those left were 
uled, and the V eterinary Inspector had one for eating 

wy tee He had had no complaint of swine fever at 


George Sharman, pig dealer, Eaton, thought the pigs 


weuted a little food, and ought not to have been in the 
market. 

By Mr. Watts: Feeding would have brought them 
round, the question was whether they would eat; pigs 
often turn red when they have a cold. 

By Mr. Maule: Asa pig dealer I should not like to. 
have bought them, it would not have depended upon the 

rice. 
, For the defence, Mr. Watts protested against Mr. 
Maule’s impeachment of Radford Bros. as being respon- 
sible for the extraordinary state of things which pre- 
vailed in the county. had come out in evidence, 
they were in a very “y way of business, and was it 
likely they would run the risk of ruining their own 
business and throwing all their employees out of work 
for the sake of ten pigs, by acting as suggested. The 
case also failed because the summons contained an alle- 
gation that he was the owner of the pigs. He was not 
the owner, but merely bought them for Radford Bros. 
Even supposing he were the owner—which he did not 
admit—how could he possibly be charged with exposing 
them for sale? Not a single witness had said he helped 
load them, even give the order, or entered them. From 
the evidence already given he inferred it was impossible 
for the ordinary mind to have discovered from anything 
laid down by the Board of Agriculture that they had 
swine fever—but Mr. Radford had not seen them, and 
he had no knowledge of or means of ascertaining it. 

Defendant deposed that he was merely a son of one of 
the partners in Radford Bros., not a member of the firm, 
simply employed by them, and he bought the pigs for 
the firm. He did not see them on the 10th or 11th, 
and he did not remember noticing them on the 12th. 
He gave no orders for them to come to St. Neots, and 
took no part in the loading. His brother Walter helped. 
Haines’ mistake was excuseable, for he had six Some soar 
and all of them were so much alike that people did not 
know which was “ Wally.” He came back to St. Neots 
that evening to see they were fed. The food P.C. Gale 
gave them was not suitable for pigs of that age; if he 
wanted to poison them he should give them that. They 
had only just been taken from a yelt, and needed some- 
thing of a milky nature. 

By, Mr. Maule: I did say to Supt. Copping that 
morning, “They are my pigs.” I meant they et Bee. 
to my firm. I saw Supt. Copping several times, but did 
not tell him they were not mine. Everyone else in the 
county knows I buy and sell for Radford Bros. Animals 
are never booked in the sale yards here in the name of 
“Walter Radford” to my knowledge. They might be 
booked to my uncle Walter, who is one of the firm. 

By Mr. Watts: I did not tell Supt. Copping about 
Radford Bros. because I then knew nothing about a 
summons. 

Samuel Garner, Godmanchester, saw the pigs at 
Offord Hill Farm on the 3rd with defendant, they were 
all right. On the 12th at St. Neots they looked a bit 
“off,” as if they had been made sick by riding—nothing 
else. In reply to Mr. Maule—l heard several remarks 
about them. I have never seen pigs with fever. 

William Smith, farmer, Godmanchester, deposed that 
on the 5th and 10th the pigs were healthy and active. 

By Mr. Maule: Other pigs on my farm have been con- 
demned to-day by the Board of Agriculture and are to 
be slaughtered. Mr. Radford gave me £5 for the 26 
pigs. I have had no pigs die between harvest and now 
which went off their feed. In May one did. One pig 
of mine died of swine fever last Saturday night. 

Mark Noble, dealer, saw the pigs running about Mr. 
Brown’s yard like rabbits—had never known pigs with 
fever run about like it. 

William Sharman, dealer, Eynesbury, did not think 
~~ had swine fever, they ate milk and dan all right. 

y Mr. Maule: A great many said they had no doubt 
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they had not fever. I would set my opinion up against 
Mr. Burston and anybody else. 

Richard Radford, of the firm of Radford Bros., said 
defendant was merely an agent of the firm, not a part- 
ner. Witness thought he gave the order to Arthur to 
send all the pigs to St Neots he could not kill ; he was 
to kill all the roasters. ' 

As tothe point of ownership, Mr. Maule contended 
that defendant was either the owner or the person in 
charge. He was not in charge but was, Mr. Maule con- 
tended, the owner for the time being. He had every 
opportunity of telling Supt. Copping he was the owner, 
but did not do so. 

Mr. Watts said when the summons was served, defen- 
dant told P.C. Gale they were the firm’s pigs. 

The Bench retired for some time. On their return 
the Chairman said they found within the meaning of the 
Act defendant was the owner ; that if he had used all 
his abilities he might have discovered they were begin- 
ning to have swine fever ; it was one of the worst forms 
in which an Act might be broken, it put the neighbour- 
hood to great discomfort and annoyance, and the loss to 
the community was very great. The full penalty was 

£50, but the Bench had decided to mitigate it to £10. 

Mr. Watts asked the Bench to state a case as to the 
ownership. 

Mr. Maule opposed, as it was a question of fact, not 
aw. 
The Chairman said the Bench would send their answer 

to Mr. Watts.—St. Veots Advertiser. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


RE WART-WORT. 
Sir, 


_I do not propose to decide whether Mr. Gray or Mr. 
Donald is correct in the views each takes of the proper 
natural order (botanically) that wart-wort, so-called, 
belongs to, though I incline most decidedly to agree 
with Mr. Gray. I note that Mr. Gray attributes certain 
physiological qualifications to the plant known as 
Chelidonium majus, such as aperient, diuretic, and 
stimulant, but as it does not seem to me that these 
furnish any well defined suggestions for the application 
of this plant to therapeutics, it occurred to me that it 
might be interesting to Mr. Gray and others to learn 
that a tincture prepared from the fresh plant is frequently 
used by homeopathic physicians, as well as by veteri- 
narians who —— on homeopathic principles, with 
excellent results, and chiefly in certain cases in which 
the liver and portal system are implicated ; according to 
Dr. Buchmann (vide Hughes’ Diasensendvaatiion pp. 
382-3.) who made various provings of the drug. ’ the 
action on the liver is very strongly marked, “ pain both 
acute and dull and tenderness of the organ, pain in the 
a shoulder, stools either soft or bright yellow, or 
whitish and costive ; and deeply tinged urine appeared 
in nearly every prover. In three the skin became yellow 
or dark, and in one regular jaundice was set up.” “These 
indications at once warrant our referring to Chelidonium 
as an hepatic medicine. We further learn from the 
same source that Teste experimented vith Chelidonium 
and credits it with a specific affinity for the respiratory 
organs as he showed that in animals poisoned by the 
drug the lungs are generally found engorged and some- 
times hepatised ; the two forms of disease in which Teste 
it would applicable were pertussis 
neumonia, and su ue i 
r. Hughes further states that “a new i 
Chelidonium reveals a hitherto unknown git Bn 
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toms of renal irritation an examination of the urine in 
one case showed the presence of tube-casts, of increased a 
uric acid, and‘ diminished chloride of sodium.” j 
In order to determine when this drug is likely tc. I 
prove useful among our patients a careful study of the Hm 
various provings is desirable, and a note made of the 
leading symptoms which most generally appear. I have 
on several occasions obtained’ great benefit from the , 
drug in horses that developed jaundice as a sequel to Hi 
Influenza, especially when the dung balls were small, 
hard, pale yellow, and difficult of expulsion ; this latter 
is what I call a leading symptom so far as this drug is 
concerned. 

It may further be of interest to know that Russia is 
not the only part of the world in which Chelidonium has 
been successfully applied for the cure of cancer. I take 
it that Mr. Gray’s note of interrogation indicates that he 
has not much faith in such a claim. Anyhow I may in- 
form your readers that one Dr. Denissenke relates his 
experience in the Deutsche Medizinal, Zeitung (No. 30, 
1896), of the application of Chelidonium in the treat- 
ment of a carcinomatous growth on a patient in the 
Municipal Hospital at Bojansk ; he administers the 
wn tre and injects it into the tumour as close to 
the boundary line between it and the healthy tissues as 
possible, and also paints the tumour with the same ; the 
mixture he uses is Chelidonium mother tincture, 
glycerine, and distilled water in equal parts. The 
summing up of the treatment as it appeared in the Vew 
York Medical Journal is as follows :— 

“1, The sallow hue of the skin disappeared. 

2. Softening of the tumour set in. 

3. After from three to five days there formed at the 
points of injection fistulous tracts about which the 
softening process went on with special rapidity. 

4. In from fifteen to twenty days a line of demarea- 
tion could be distinguished between the morbid and the 


healthy tissues, the one seemed to be forced away from i 
the other. In general the tumour diminished more than i 
half in circumference, and the affected lymphatic glands or 
of the neighbourhood underwent involution.” nc 
Such, sir, are a few of the indications for the use of co 
Chelidonium majus, and if it be the real wart-wort about A 
which Mr. Mayall enquirés, a careful study of its physio m: 
logical action should prove of practical service to the Sa 
three gentlemen who have so far evinced some acquaint: a 
ance with it.—I am, yours faithiully, gin 
J. Surctiree Hurnpawt, M.R.C.V.S. or 
Sussex Villas, Kensington. : ho 
Dec. 29th, 1896. dis 
Ma 
Sir, wa 
I think your correspondent, Mr. Henry Gray, 1s 1! Mu 
error 7e wart-wort and celandine. The natural order of sec 
euphorbiacee is commonly known also as the spurge pac 
wort order, and the different cndigenous species of spurge I 
are known fand called “ wart-weeds” and the commol por 
sun spurge is known to botanists as the “ wart-wort. of t 
This information is based upon that iagnum opus is t 
plants--Sowerby’s English Botany. ; pul 
The quotation from “Bentley’s Manual” in inverted upo 
commas is verbally correct regarding celandine, but ™ 6. 


my edition I de not find that that author applies the 
synonymous “wart-wort” or “swallow-wort” to this 


plant and in this I submit Mr. Gray is in error. 
J. Donan, V5. 


THE A.V.D.—A SUPERFLUITY. 


eaded “ A Superfluity.” The extract from_the 


exerted by it on the kidneys. Besides the general symp- 


Major Fore 
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man, in which suggestion is made to absorb the A.V.D. | knowledge his help for the same“obvious reason that he 


into the A.M.S., in order “to utilise the enormous 
amount of latent scientific talent they may possess ” is, 
as you say, “too funny.” I look upon the artigle as a 
joke, and not a clever one at that. 

With ard to this “enormous amount of latent 
scientific talent” for which it appears scope is required, 
it occurs to me that as this talent is latent, there is no 
knowing what line it may take when developed, and for all 
we know other departments of the Army, and possibly of 
the Navy, may be jeopardised in the endeavour to find 
an outlet for this latent talent. Some members of the 
A.M.S., “after a few months training,” might consider 
themselves competent to take up the duties of the Chap- 
lain’s Department. This might be looked upon with 
favour, on economical grounds,, as “ consolation ” might 
be afforded by the same officer who administers to the 
bodily ills. There are of course other departments 
which may be opened up to the A.M.S. if the latent 
scientific talent has a turn that way, but I feel sure 
there will be no necessity for this. I am confident the 
members of the A.M.S. need not go out of their own 
department to look for subjects which demand their 
earnest attention and all their powers of research 

It is the way of the world to wish to do the work 
alloted to others, but I often think of the man who 
made a large fortune by “minding his own business,” 
and I trust that Surgeon-Major Foreman may yet be 
equally successful. “WANDERER.” 


EQUINE LOCOMOTION, 


IR, 
Mr. Mayall’s concluding paragraph is suggestive of a 
lady, who, when actin in argument, fires a parting 
shot and slams the door behind her lest her ears should 
be offended by the retort courteous. 
[admit the slovenly construction of my letter, and 
e Mr. Mayall all the points he asks on the score of 
grammar, but my capacity to read and write French 
or quote a phrase in that language correctly or not is of 
no interest to your readers. I am, however, in excellent 
company as regards murderers of the “ Queen’s English.” 
A London daily paper in a leading article this week 
makes the same mistake (?) in speaking of « instead of wn 
Jait accompli, and if this were a linguistic controversy, 
a hundred instances of Anglicised French might be 
given in which adoption permits of an English prefix 
or qualifying adjective. But revenons & nos moutons (I 
hope this is good French). I believe the subject under 
discussion is equine locomotion and nothing that Mr. 
Mayall says in ie letter alters the fact that the subject 
was not understood in this country until Marey and 
Muybridge adopted exact methods of recording the con- 
secutive movements of the horse’s limbs in any given 
pace commencing from a particular base of support. 
Both the English authors referred to in this corres- 
pondence wrote long after the publication of the works 
of the above named gentlemen, and if any comparison 
isto be made it should be based upon the dates of 
publication and the advance either or both have made 
upon the works of their predecessors in the field. 
h € “reviewers” referred to by your correspondent 
ere Joined in such a universal pcean of praise on former 
Occasions that it must be quite refreshing to Capt. 
Hayes to be taken to task by one who has not lost that 


. youthful reverence for professors which assigns to each 


@ halo, differing only. “as one star differeth from another ” 
and which enables them to make an infallible selection 
of the best text books. 
Tam not concerned to enquire into any Idches Capt. 
or may not have made in the non 
. pra OF Journalism, but have been very glad to seek 
asa great authority on the paces of the 
rse, for my revision of “Stonehenge,” and I shall ac- 


refers to Continental authorities ; namely, to escape the 
charge of plagiarism or pretension to originality. 

As I spent a week in reading Capt. Hayes’ proofs and 
verifying his references I am in a_ position to state that 
he has advanced the subject fconsiderably, but how Mr. 
Mayall or anyone but myself could judge the merits of 
the new edition I cannot imagine, as the work was not 
before the public at the time Mr. Mayall made the in- 


vidious comparison to which I objected in my former 


letter. 
Haroip LEENEY, 
Editor of “Stonehenge.” 


P.S. Lhope to be acquitted of the “ pet direct” or 
“oblique” as my revision will not be published for some 
time. 


SI 
T eae up the tirst English dictionary I put my hand 
on, look up the word “disparagement” as find that it 
means “ unjust depreciation.” 

As Mr. . Mayall states “I find three letters from the 
Captain all, like the holiday letter home, from one 
model. There is disparagement of another’s observa- 
tion etc.” I beg the favour of his pointing out the exis- 
ne of unjust depreciation of another’s observation in 
them. 

Iam unable to argue with Mr. Mayall on the points: 
of journalistic procedure criticised by him, for he utters 
only opinions which, according to the Latin proverb, are 
things that do not admit of argument. sides, as I 
have not the honour of knowing Mr. Mayall either per- 
sonally or by reputation (beyond the fact of his being a 
qualified veterinary surgeon) [ ain unable to estimate the 
value of his opinions on non-professional subjects. 

Lest your readers might construe silence on my part 
as an attempt at evasion, I beg to say that I consider [ 
was perfectly right to mention the name of any of my 
books in any letter | wrote to the press, and to select 
for quotation those books and authors I mentioned. The 
fact of Mr. Mayall thinking differ. ntly in no way proves 
I was wrong. 

The courtesy demanded in respectable journalisin 
from one correspondent to another, precludes me from 
replying to the indirect, though not less marked, imputa- 
tion of unworthy motive made by Mr. Mayall against 
me. 

I deeply regret to learn that Mr. Mayall admires me 
as an author, for the approval of such an assertive 
gentleman indicates the existence in my books of some 
very objectionable element, of which I have been ignor- 
ant. I trust that in this case, Mr. Mayall’s politeness 
las exceeded his regard to strict accuracy of statement.— 
Yours faithfully, 

M. H. Hayes. 


THE TREATMENT OF FLATULENT COLIC. 
SiR, 

The treatment of the above affection as recommended 
by Mr. Dunlop in The Veterinary Record of December 
19th, may properly be called heroic. Cases of this 
affection are by no means rare, and the mortality result- 
ing therefrom is certainly not great, even with those of 
us who depend on doses that experience has proved to 
wossess therapeutic effects. In the case described by 
Mr. Dunlop, the use of the trocar and canula was indica- 
ted and would not fail to give immediate relief, the 
large dose of ol. tereb. administered took 45 minutes to 
act according to the description, a period in which many 
severe cases would be in articulo mortis. 

Judging from my own experience [ have always found 
the dose of ol. tereb. from two to four ounces to act well 
in ordinary cases, while in those presenting severe symp- 
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toms the trocar and canula give excellent results. Of 
late years [ prefer pure terebin to the ol. tereb. as it acts 
cada and does not possess irritating effects. 

The use of the trocar and canula, is sometimes objec- 
ted to in consequence of the occasional occurrence of an 
abscess at the seat of puncture. This is due to (1) neglect 
of antiseptic precautions ; (2) to some of the intestinal 
contents being carried by the canula between the sur 
rounding tissues, when it is being withdrawn. The best 
instrument is the. Huish-Toope pattern, which I have 
frequently used without any after effects, except on two 
occasions when the gravity of the cases caused me to 
neglect antiseptic precautions. This treatment I con- 
sider far preferable to administering an excessive dose 
of a drug which in some cases must cause irritating if not 
serious effects. 

I notice that Mr. Dunlop condemns the use of mor- 
phia and atropia hypodermically, in tympanitic cases, 
while he administered in the case he 
describes. I am sceptical as to the difference in action 
of these preparations with reference to their power 
of arresting peristaltic action of the intestines, my 
opinion being that of the two, chlorodyne is more likely 
to interfere with the normal action of the intestines. 

E. Waits Hoare. 

Cork. 


‘ A CANDID FRIEND. 
IR 
You are never tired of carping in the editorial column 
on the laxity of the profession in supplying you with 
more clinicai cases anil articles, and it may do no harm 
to The Record or its editor if they get a little lecture 
from some of your readers on what they think of some 
of your own shortcomings and the defects of your jour- 
nal. The following remarks are offered in the most 
friendly spirit and it is asked that they be received in 
the same spirit, notwithstanding that they may not be 
couched in such refined language as is customary in ad- 
dressing city editors. 

Editing manuscript.—I don’t think you are justitied 
in altering the wording of this so as to render the sense 
different and publish without first submitting the altera- 
tion to and getting the author's sanction. Three differ- 
ent times this has occurred to me, and to take the last 
and by far the least on “ Abortion” in your last issue. 
It reads “for the further information ete.” and by your 
alteration it contains even /ess information than the 
quotation to which it refers and which it was intended 
to supplement. If there was reason to omit the gentle- 
man’s name it ought not to have been published without 
the consent of the writer. No one can deny an editor 
the right to alter or refuse certain wording, but I hold 
that no editor has the right to alter and then publish 
without the author’s consent wherever the sense is alter- 
ed in even a slight degree. 

Acknowledging correspondence.—It is but scant court- 
esy to correspondents when their communications are 
not answered. Twice this has occurred to me. Some 
years ago I wrote the editor asking if certain clinical 
cases would be acceptable to the columns of The Record 
but no ackowledgment was received or notice taken of 
it in the foot-note at end of the paper among communi- 
cations received, and so late as three weeks or a month 
ago I addressed an offer of some articles to the publisher 
but no reply was received. These are acts (whether of 
omission or commission) which do not encourage writers 
to push their articles upon you. 

ubbing shoulders.—The editor might do much by 
rubbing shoulders with members and getting the promise 
of articles in that way, and a friendly letter might often 
succeed with a subscriber who is too callous to be moved 
Wy a carping editorial, and a complimentary copy of The 
ecord for a year to some of the most deserving con- 
tributors would no doubt be considered sufficient ac- 


knowledgment of their goodness and trouble. I don’t 
think most of your contributors would be bad to satisfy. 
This is a practice adopted by some other journals with 
apparent success. 

Extra Columns.—A legal column containing the re- 
cords of jurisprudence cases would be interesting and in- 
structive, as some strange and startling statements are 
often given by professional witnesses which are lost to 
the rank and file of the members, and if a man lends 
himself to anything wrong it should appear before the 
profession as well as our good and strong qualities. A 
series of readable articles for students might be useful 
in training them in the way they should go, so that when 
they qualified they would still remain in the path of 
virtue and continue readers of The Record. A system 
of district correspondence might also assist you much 
and keep you informed on matters interesting to the 
profession all over the kingdom. 

Extracts and Notes.—-A column that might be very 
much added to and improved to my mind. You are 
particularly weak here and compare unfavourably with 
many journals. 

Society meetings.—A more rigid editing of these re- 
ports is much needed. It is sickening week after week 
to have pages of after dinner speeches and the usual 
“complimentary preface” and “concluding thanks” 
which largely compose the criticisms and remarks of 
many plane sl indeed in not a few constitute the whole 
of their remarks. The price charged is too high for this 
class of reading. 

Financial.—“ Financial conditions prevent the offer of 
enticing rates, and payment must be accompanied by 
selection” you observe. If an author elects to offer his 
MS. for sale and it is declined he surely has no ground 
of complaint. Itis simply a matter o bargain, and if 
either party thereto take offence well what's the odds. 
All reasonable men would submit to the ordinary condi- 
tions of business. 

Moral.—Make a better r and it will commanda 
larger circulation, ut 1,500 copies a week is 
not bad.—Yours sincerely, wishing you a prosperous new 
year, A Country READER. 


‘We are much obliged to our friend for his candid criticism. 
We don’t like the word “ carping” and hope it is misplaced. 
We deny that any M.S. is ever altered so as to spoil the 
sense. We regret often that we must not edit reports sent 
by Societies.— Ep.]} 


“PROFESSIONAL COURTESY.” 
DEAR Sik, 

I have frequently answered advertisements which ap- 
peared from time to time in your columns respecting 
assistants etc. required, without, in any one case, having 
had the courtesy of a reply, and I have no doubt but 
that others are treated in the same manner. Surely a id. 
post-card would be only common civility. — Yours 


truly, 
M.R.C.VS. 


[It would doubtless be very courteous for everyone wh? 
receives answers to an advertisement to acknowledge the 
receipt of them. The courtesy would be of little value u”- 
less a definite reply were sent, so that frequently a delay of 
a week or so would be necessary. When 40 or 50 replies 
are necessary something more than common civility comes 
in.—Eb.}. 

ComMUNICATIONS, Books, AND PAPERS Recervev—Messt 
R. W. Knowles, J.Donald, G.Mayall, J. Gillies, ‘Thos 
Christy & Co. ‘Country Practitioner.” Journal of 
Med. and Vety. Arch. (Philadelphia, Dec.) Rod and ogg 
Sanitary Record. Dec. 

Capt. Hayes, Messrs. E. W. Hoare, G. H. Williams, ler 
Bertram, J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, R. Dobbie, “ M.R.C. " 
Wanderer,” Jan. 
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